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Minutes of the Town of LaFayette Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting held on 
December 9, 2003,  in the Meeting Room of the LaFayette Commons Office 
Building at 2577 Route 11 in the Town of LaFayette at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Present: Stephen Beggs, Chairman 
   Albert Miller, Member 
   Robert Drumm, Member 
   Daniel Kuhns, Member 
   Jerry Doolittle, Member 
 
 Recording Secretary:  Mary Jo Kelly 
 
 Others Present: John Langey, ZBA Attorney 
    Larry & Patty Allen, Applicants 
 
 Chairman Beggs called the meeting to order at 7:41 p.m.    
 Everyone introduced themselves. 
 Chairman Beggs asked if there were any corrections or additions to the 
November 11, 2003, or November 25, 2003,Meeting Minutes.  There were none. 
 Member’s Miller moved and Doolittle seconded the motion to 
accept the November 11, 2003, Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting 
Minutes as submitted by the Secretary.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 Member’s Drumm moved and Doolittle seconded the motion to 
accept the November 25, 2003 Special Zoning Board of Appeals 
Meeting Minutes as submitted by the Secretary.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 
  
 CASE # 563 – Sketch Plan Conference of Larry Allen for a front  

yard variance for his property located at 3122 
Sentinel Heights Rd. on the east side of Sentinel 
Heights Rd. approximately 1/8 mile south of the 
Mondore Dr. and Sentinel Heights Rd. intersection 
in an Agricultural/Residential District. 

 
 Chairman Beggs said the Board requested Mr. Allen to provide us with a 
copy of the deed because there was a discrepancy between where the deeded 
property was and the zoning ordinance states the structure must be 75’ from the 
highway center line and 50’ from the front property line.  This Board didn’t know 
where the deeded property line was.  We have been supplied with a copy of the 
deed.  He asked if everyone had a chance to look it over.  According to the deed, 
the front of the deeded property is the highway center line.   
 John Langey said they don’t do this anymore but years ago, they did. 
 Chairman Beggs said as the dimensions state, the front of the property 
line is 84’ from the structure.  It’s this Board’s interpretation that the applicant 
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doesn’t need a variance.  He would recommend for the applicant to consult with 
his attorney to see if they should have their property end at the road right-of-
way.  The applicant might want to contact the County D.O.T. so see what the 
legal responsibilities of the property owner might be if there was a mishap.  He 
said this is just a friendly gesture and not the position of the Board.  As far as 
this Board is concerned, the applicant does not need to come back for a public 
hearing. 
 Mr. Allen said the neighboring properties would probably have the same 
problem. 
 Member Miller said his deed reads the same way. 
 John Langey said it’s all the really old transfers that you see this on.  
 Mr. Allen asked what about the property where they say he owns 2.2 
acres if he takes off that section at the front of his property. Would this affect 
anything? 
 John Langey said it would depend on the code.  Some towns don't allow 
you to count anything within the road right-of-way.  The issue with the easement 
is what triggered this.  It has been this Board’s interpretation in the past that 
easements don’t enter into this.   
 Chairman Beggs said the right-of-way across the property to the 
neighboring land owner doesn’t matter as the applicant still owns the right-of-
way.  
 The Zoning Board of Appeals determined no action was necessary on this 
application and there was no need to go forward as no variance is needed. 
 Member’s Miller moved and Drumm seconded the motion to 
recommend the Town Board refund Mr. Allen’s application fee.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 Member’s Drumm moved and Miller seconded the motion for the 
Zoning Board of Appeals to go into Executive Session to discuss a 
litigation matter and to include the Zoning Board of Appeals Attorney 
and Secretary.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 The Zoning Board of Appeals went into Executive Session at 7:52 p.m. 
and Chairman Beggs called the Regular Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting back to 
order at 8:04 p.m. 
 
 Member’s Miller moved and Drumm seconded the motion to 
adjourn.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 The Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Mary Jo Kelly 
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Secretary 


